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which marks the commencement of the timber-
line once more and drops away rapidly to the low
jungle country of the Oriente.
Once Pillaro is left behind, the whole region is
completely uninhabited. Even game is very scarce,
until the small settlement of Napo, on the first edge
of the Oriente, is reached.
The high, bleak paramo-lands, broken up amidst
the gigantic peaks of the Andes, are great expanses
of prairies covered by long wiry grass and weeds
interspersed with numerous wild morasses and
bottomless swamps. On the eastern slopes below
these paramos, at about 10,000 feet, the forest
country begins and stretches downward to meet the
jungle vegetation of the Amazon basin, at about
5,000 feet.
This intermediate area of forest country (called
montana) is a region of terrific wooded declivities
cut through by torrential cascades and mountain
streams which fall precipitously to swell the head-
waters of the Amazon. The border-lines of the
paramos and these dismal forests, continually
enshrouded in mist, are the habitat of the rare and
seldom-seen hairy tapir and spectacled bear, which
are unique to this region.
Much of the area to be explored and mapped
would include the territory covered by Valverde's
historic Guide to the lost mines, and the little town
of Pillaro is the last point of civilisation before
entering the mountains. It is the place whence